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September 22, 2011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

David Suzuki Headlining the Northern Lights 2012 Event in Ottawa

OTTAWA, September 22 — Deemed as Canada’s premiere business and cultural showcase of
the eastern Arctic and North (Labrador, Nunatsiavut, Nunavut and Nunavik), the Northern
Lights 2012 Conference and Trade Show Organizing Committee is pleased to announce that
Dr. David Suzuki will be opening the event and delivering the keynote address during the
kick-off luncheon, sponsored by Nunavut Tourism, on Wednesday, February 1, 2012, at the
new Ottawa Convention Centre at 55 Colonel By Drive in the nation’s capital.

“We’re thrilled that Dr. Suzuki is opening the Northern Lights 2012 show, and appreciative of
our sponsor Nunavut Tourism for supporting this high-profile keynote event,” says Chris
West, co-chair of Northern Lights (Nunavut). "People in the North are highly dependent on
the land and traditional knowledge for their livelihoods. Now all of that is changing, and
Suzuki is here to explain that a balance can be found between development and
environmental impact.”

Dr. David Suzuki is co-founder of the David Suzuki Foundation and an award-winning
scientist, environmentalist and broadcaster. Recognized as a world leader in environmental
sustainability, Suzuki has received a number of awards including the E.W.R. Steacie
Memorial Fellowship as an outstanding research scientist in Canada, UNESCQO’s Kalinga Prize
for Science, and the United Nations Environment Program Medal.

“Dr. Suzuki is known throughout the world for his research, knowledge and passion for the
environment,” says Sterling Peyton, co-chair of Northern Lights 2012 (Labrador/
Nunatsiavut) and president of the Labrador North Chamber of Commerce (LNCC). “There is
no better person to highlight the dramatic impact of climate change on the North’s natural
resources and overall economic development.”

Climate change is affecting the landscape and lifestyle of individuals on a global scale,
particularly in the Arctic where regions depend largely on the natural landscape and
resources. Melting permafrost and the disappearance of sea ice are only two of many issues
that have a devastating effect on Arctic ecosystems.

“Human activity is altering the physical, chemical and biological properties of the planet on a
geological scale,” says Suzuki. “Nowhere is more vulnerable to the impact of the activity
going on in other parts of the world than the Arctic, and for years, people of the north have
been telling us the world is changing. The long term implications of what is happening will
have immense repercussions for people who had nothing to do with creating the problem.”

The inaugural Northern Lights 2008 event was held in Ottawa and was highly successful.
After another incredibly successful event in Montreal in 2010, the Northern Lights 2012
Organizing Committee is pleased to announce its return to Ottawa.

“We found great success with our very first event in Ottawa in 2008,” says Neil Greig, co-
chair of Northern Lights 2012 (Nunavik). “The continued strengthening of the economic
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activity in Canada’s North will ensure that our partners capitalize on the steady progress of
the region. Ottawa is a great place to connect with the rest of the world.”

The Northern Lights event includes a multi-sector trade show, Arts and Culture Pavilion,
many informative conference sessions, circumpolar Ambassador’s roundtable, and a formal
gala and auction. Conference topics include northern energy solutions, climate change,
sovereignty, transportation and infrastructure development, mining, oil and gas exploration,
tourism, arctic ocean technology, and much more.

Northern Lights is organized jointly by the Baffin Regional and Labrador North Chambers of
Commerce, along with a wide range of partners from across the country. For more
information, please visit www.northernlightsottawa.com, visit our Facebook page, or follow
us on Twitter (@NL20120ttawa).
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For additional information, please contact:

Julianne Philpott

Event Communications Manager
Labrador Head Office

Phone: (709) 896-8787

Email: jphilpott@chamberlabrador.com

Web: www.northernlightsottawa.com
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